
Keeping KI Strong . . . 
Today and Tomorrow!



Dear Friends,

Our historic and revered congregation 
is celebrating its 171st anniversary this 
year. That is quite an achievement! KI 
has thrived for nearly two centuries, due 
to the generous gifts of time, expertise 
and financial support from thousands 
of congregants. We are humbled by 
and so grateful to the members of each 
generation, who throughout KI’s long 
and storied history have sustained us 
in so many ways.

Many of you are aware that Reform 
Congregation Keneseth Israel was 
the fourth Reform congregation in the 
United States, and the first Philadelphia 
synagogue to join the Reform Movement. 
KI has been a source of inspiration, 
community and learning for multiple 
generations, and thousands and thousands 
of people in its long and glorious history. 

KI continues to be a leader in our 
community. Our senior staff, led by 
Rabbi Lance Sussman, is beloved by our 
congregation, and is respected throughout 
the Jewish and secular worlds alike. 

KI’s educational programs for children and 
adults are at a level of excellence achieved 
by very few religious organizations in 
North America. Our cultural activities 
in the fine arts, music and at our Temple 
Judea Museum are stimulating and 
inspiring. Our social justice programs 
continue to make a difference in our 
local community and well beyond, as 
KI members help those who are food 
insecure, tutor local students, champion 
human rights issues and work to make 
our world a better place. Our Preschool 
has grown remarkably, with new families 
choosing to remain KI members even 
after their children complete our program. 
Our Religious School has now completed 
its second year of J’Quest B’Yachad, a 
revolutionary program which brings 

together our children with those 
from two neighboring Conservative 
congregations for learning and friendship. 
This program has received prominent 
recognition among North American 
Reform congregations, and has set the 
stage for further cooperative efforts within 
our community. 

As proud as we are of the many KI 
accomplishments, creating meaningful 
programs requires significant financial 
resources, which dues simply do not cover. 
So KI, like all religious and nonprofit 
organizations, must turn to our members’ 
generosity to continue this important work. 
Given that Shelanu, our last fundraising 
effort, was a decade ago, our Board of 
Directors recently approved Hazak, an 
ambitious program that will add much 
needed financial support to our operating 
funds, building projects and programming. 

Hazak will also offer the opportunity for 
individuals and families to contribute to 
the establishment of the Lance J. Sussman 
Rabbinic Chair which will not only 
appropriately honor Rabbi Sussman for 
all he has done to maintain and expand 
our congregation’s strength, but will also 
provide ongoing support for our KI 
rabbis and, in turn, the programs that 
are so meaningful.

Hazak is a bold initiative, one which 
builds on KI's past to help secure its 
present and future. Our foundation is 
strong. Our values and beliefs are sound 
and enduring. With your help, we can 
continue to make a positive impact on 
our community and in our world. 

We look forward to speaking with you 
about how you can support this initiative.

With warm regards,

Andrew Altman & Arnold Meshkov
Hazak Co-Chairs
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A Message from the Hazak Co-chairs 

HAZAK:  
Keeping KI Strong . . . Today and Tomorrow!

When we conclude reading a book of the Torah, there is a custom for those present to 
exclaim: “Hazak, Hazak, v'Nithazek, Be Strong, Be Strong and Let Us Strengthen One 
Another!” KI has always been a strong synagogue and we want to sustain that for future 
generations. In that spirit, we have launched Hazak, our first major campaign in ten years.  

The goals of the Hazak are simple but important.

 1.    To establish the Rabbinic Chair to honor Rabbi Lance J. Sussman and provide ongoing 
  support for our KI rabbis.

 2.  To enhance our extensive programming so that it 
can continue to provide meaningful opportunities 
for our members and the greater community — at 
every age and interest level — to learn, explore and 
make a difference.

 3.  To modernize and improve our large, multipurpose 
building so that it remains the central venue that 
offers opportunities for our members and our 
community of all faiths to gather together.

Just as we inherited a strong KI from those who 
for decades have supported our congregation, 
Hazak will enable us to maintain that strength 
and continue as a vital resource for our 
members and our community.

(Pictured right) “The Family” by Joseph Greenberg, Jr., donated by the Binswanger family
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E. Harris Baum
Miriam Finkel
Joyce Fishbein

Andrew Flame 
Connie Kay
Evonne Kruger  

Arnold Meshkov
Norma Meshkov
Carey Roseman   

Karen Sirota
Peter Soloff
Richard Weiss
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KI Presidents Support Hazak 

As current and past Presidents of Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel, we have been honored to serve our 
beloved congregation. Our long time dedication to KI is due, in no small part, to our congregation’s values, 
outstanding clergy and leadership and its ongoing commitment to making the world a better place. That is why 
we are joining in one voice to support Hazak, so that we can ensure KI’s future for the next generations and 
leave for them a vibrant synagogue community that was given to all of us and has been so central in our lives.

As it has done for generations, KI continues to innovate new directions for Reform Judaism. Our hallmark 
programming is second to none as we create diverse and countless opportunities for our members, young 
and old alike, to connect with each other. We have responded to the changing needs of our members and our 
neighbors, welcoming those who seek to join us. Most recently, KI took a leadership role in the successful 
creation of JQuest B’Yachad, a religious school collaboration of KI, Beth Sholom and Adath Jeshurun. We are 
deepening our commitment to social justice by responding to critical issues at the local, state and national 
levels. Our monthly HaMotzi dinners for the food insecure continue to grow, and our tutoring partnership 
with Lowell School is expanding. Our adult education and cultural programming remain unparalleled. Our 
clergy continue their ongoing commitment to supporting congregants in celebrating their most joyous 
moments, and in times of great challenge.

But we are more than the sum of these strong programs and more than our bricks and mortar. We are a 
home for nearly 850 families who join us in community, who look to us as their synagogue home, and who 
participate in programs that hold special meaning to them.

Our commitment to both expanding our programs and creating new ones requires significant resources. 
The reality is that annual membership commitments, fundraising and allowable contributions from our 
endowment funds cannot fully support these efforts. Ensuring our future requires an increase in our 
endowment and programmatic funds and an investment in our infrastructure. To that end, the congregation 
is engaging in Hazak so, as its name says, together we can strengthen our future.

KI has deep and enduring roots like those of the olive tree, allowing it to thrive and bear fruit for generations. 
And like the olive tree, it must be tended. We, therefore, pledge our support for Hazak, and encourage you to 
join with us in building a stronger KI.

We look forward to sharing this journey with you! 

Karen Sirota
Peter Soloff
Richard Weiss

Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel has always been a strong 
synagogue: strong in the past, strong today and, with your help, 
strong tomorrow! That is why our new Hazak initiative, which in 
Hebrew aptly means “be strong”, is the best path we have to keep 
KI strong for us and generations to come. A Hazak prayer is used 
in synagogue life as an encouragement for Torah readers and 
members alike. Today, through Hazak, we can together ensure 
that KI remains strong. 

KI has also always been forward thinking and vibrant. Our innovative 
worship, use of cutting-edge technology, bold liturgical programs 
and innovative educational initiatives are all fitting examples of our 
adaptability and creativity. We have also been persistently nimble in 
our finances and business practices. These traditions of excellence 
need your continued support as we move forward.

Hazak will keep KI strong in three specific ways. First, – which is 
a great personal honor – we will be naming our senior rabbinic 
position as the Lance J. Sussman Rabbinic Chair which will provide 
ongoing support for KI’s rabbis. Second, we are seeking to provide 
KI program enhancements so that you can support those activities 
that hold great meaning to you. Third, our large, multipurpose 
facility is in need of physical improvements and modernization. 
There is so much we can do with a “willing heart” and a shared 
vision for KI’s future.

Thank you in advance for your participation in making a difference 
in our sacred community. If you have any questions about Hazak 
or KI, I would, as always, be glad to meet with you personally.  
As we have in the past, together we will keep KI strong!

Sincerely,

Lance J. Sussman, PhD

Dear Friends,
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ES “I grew up in Elkins Park and my wife Louise and I started our family there about the 

same time that Keneseth Israel moved to Old York Road.  My father was involved with the 
new location which was so important as the Jewish community spread beyond the city 
limits and into the northern suburbs. 

Our children went to KI nursery school as well as religious school on Sunday mornings.  
It was always a place occupied by friends, and even more importantly, family.  That 
is why my parents were so honored to give the Joseph Greenberg, Jr. sculpture that 
welcomes every visitor and member of the congregation before you walk into the front 
door.  We are proud to have a small copy of the sculpture, “The Family,” in one of our 
main conference rooms of the family business to this day.

As our family grew, KI remained an anchor to our strong beliefs and faith in our religion 
and our family. My fully-grown grandchildren to this day laugh about Mitzvah Monkey, 
Shema Sheep and the other KI Puppets they enjoyed every year at the High Holy Days 
Children Services. 

When Louise died in 2007, KI was the only place to hold the funeral, with over 1,000 
people filling the Sanctuary.  I can still remember “dancing” out at the end of the 
service to the Keystone State Boychoir (of which my grandson was a member) singing 
a non-denominational Gospel song. It was a very appropriate way to celebrate the joy 
she had, and it was remarkable that KI allowed us to do it.

Life goes on, but KI is a constant that keeps pulling my family together - and not just the 
blood relatives, but also the broader group of dear friends and their families.”

— John K. Binswanger

“Keneseth Israel accepted me and my family 
from the moment we walked through the 
doors. We were greeted with genuine smiles 
and from that point on, it was our home. It 
was where I transitioned from young girl to 
young woman. It allowed me to be involved 
in numerous activities and become part of 
its history. I am always welcomed with open 
arms and warm hearts whenever I come 
back to visit, and that is one of the greatest 
feelings in the world. Thanks!”

— Arielle Shoap-Hall

“Jewish life has always been an 
important part of my life and my 
family’s. We place a high value on the 
sense of community and inclusion in 
our family and look to give back in 
many ways.  As a community leader, 
I am always looking for inspiration 
and direction as to how to help our 
community and beyond, and KI is a 
principal source.”

— Steven N. Kline
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“KI has been a special place to me, 
having been a member all my life. In 
fact, three of the four branches of my 
family have belonged to KI for over 
100 years. No wonder I feel a strong 
connection. My lifecycle events have 
been at KI as other family members 
before and after. My family and I 
are enjoying the camaraderie of 
other members and enjoying the 
many activities throughout the year. 
This place is special – continually 
growing with the times and staying at 
the forefront of the Reform Movement. 
Rabbi Sussman stands out as a special 
person leading KI to its present level 
of excellence. Other professional staff 
and lay leaders represent the best of KI 
and I am excited for the future of our 
synagogue. This is the place to be and 
I am glad to be a part of it.”

— Mickey Langsfeld

“Whenever I walk into KI, I feel happy. 
Surrounded by people I love, I have a wide 
variety of choices. I can enjoy interesting 
artwork, hear beautiful music or be uplifted 
by attending services. Other times I may 
enter to experience one of Rabbi Sussman’s 
Forums, to be with my Adult Education 
community of learners and friends, or 
to attend a huge variety of music and 
Sisterhood programs. KI has everything 
– exceptional rabbinic staff, accredited 
library, outstanding office personnel, that 
TJ Museum, friendly congregants, mitzvot 
opportunities and a commitment to social 
justice. I totally love it here."

— Caryl Levin

“When I became a member of KI in 1983,  I was a single parent raising two little girls.  
KI was a large congregation but it was filled with “Schwartz” history and I wanted 
my daughters to find a connection to their past. (Their paternal grandparents and 
great grandparents were KI members.  Their father had his Bar Mitzvah at KI.)  My 
daughters' teachers, the staff and the rabbis were immediately welcoming and stood by 
my side through some very difficult times. KI helped me nurture my daughters through 
their formative years and helped me plan and celebrate their B’not Mitzvah and 
Confirmations.  Two of my daughters’ former teachers have become lifelong friends. 
 KI stood by me through challenging financial times and respected my privacy.  During 
the illness and death of my youngest daughter, I knew KI would be there for me, and in 
a time of great joy, the wedding of my oldest daughter, it was natural for KI to be a part 
of our simcha!  KI has been a blessing.”

— Janice Schwartz-Donahue
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•  Adult Education
•  Adults with Disabilities
•  Archives (onsite and digital)
•  Camp Scholarships 
•  Caring Community
•  Cheltenham Area 
 Multifaith Council
•  Cook for a Friend
•  eKI (weekly eNewsletter)
•  Emergency Relief Drives   
•  Family Education 
•  Federation Housing Dinners 
•  HaMotzi Community Dinners
•  Infant Care Center
•  Israel Committee
•  Israeli Movies 
•  JQuest B'Yachad
•  Kesher College Connection 
•  KIFTY (Youth Group)
•  King David Harp Society

•  Lowell Elementary Tutoring 
•  Maimonides Café
•  Masterpiece Classes
•  Men of Reform Judaism
 (Brotherhood)
•  Meyers Library
•  Music Arts
•  Old York Road Kehillah
•  Peace Islands    
 (Muslim-Jewish Dialogue)
•  Preschool
•  KI Puppets
•  Purim Carnival 
•  Quest Noar     
 (Confirmation Academy)
•  Rabbi’s Forums
•  Rydal Park Shabbat
•  Sacred Music Programs
•  Scholarly Lecture Series
•  Senior Moments Programs

•  Shabbat Torah Study
•  Shalom KI (monthly bulletin)
•  Sharing is Caring
•  Social Action
•  Social Justice Policy 
 Task Force
•  Worship Streaming   
 (live and archived)
•  Temple Judea Museum
•  Ushers and Greeters
•  Women of Reform Judaism  
 (Sisterhood)

The range of KI's programming, from its core functions of worship,  
pastoral care and education, to its wonderful art, music, social action 
and social justice, is unparalled. Over the years, we have earned a 
reputation for being an active, engaged congregation, which provides 
programming for virtually everyone in our synagogue and beyond. 

A partial list of our wide-ranging programs and activities:

These programs, and those yet to be developed, are key to the strong 
sense of community at KI. Your support of Hazak will help strengthen 
our congregation as we ensure the KI of today and tomorrow.

Hazak, Hazak, v’Nithazek!
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Volunteers prepare  
1,500 meals annually for 
distribution through  
Cook for a Friend

300+ pounds of vegetables 
donated from our Mitzvah 
Garden
 

High Holy Day Food Drive 
results in one ton of food 
donated to Philabundance

2017 life cycle events: 
30 b’nai mitzvah, 
25 confirmands, 
24 weddings, 40 funerals

We offered 70 Adult 
Education programs

We hosted 5 Music 
Arts concerts with 
world-class talent

50 volunteers prepare & serve 
HaMotzi monthly dinners 
for over 100 food insecure 
individuals 

Our Preschool has grown
to 125 children

750 hours of tutoring 
provided to students at  
Lowell Elementary in Olney

Meyers Library has over 
13,000 books; hosted 85 
preschool class visits; and 
logs over 800 volunteer hours

Musical talents expressed 
through singing:
30 adults in Shir KI and 
30 children in Shir Joy

KI's Temple Judea Museum
houses over 5,000 objects in 
the permanent collection

32 KI members participate in 
the Temple Judea Museum 
Artists' Collaborative

KI Strong 
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Hazak GIVING OPTIONS  

Methods OF GIVING  
Checks/Credit Cards/Stocks/Securities—Hazak offers convenient methods to make monthly or annual 
gifts for up to a 5-year period.

Bequests—The simplest way to create a planned gift is by naming KI as a beneficiary in your will, a gesture 
of generosity that costs you nothing in your lifetime. Bequests can be written as specific cash amounts or a 
percentage of your estate.

Life Insurance—Gifts of life insurance policies offer many advantages to you, in addition to supporting KI. 
By changing ownership of a policy to KI, or simply naming KI as a beneficiary, you can enjoy substantial estate 
tax charitable deductions, which enable your estate to provide a generous future gift to your synagogue and
congregation.
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Lance J. Sussman Rabbinic Chair—Hazak offers members the opportunity to honor our beloved senior rabbi 
for his lasting contributions to KI while providing ongoing financial support for KI’s rabbis.

Program Enhancements—Members can choose to support enhancement of KI’s extensive programming, 
providing meaningful opportunities for our congregation and the greater community to worship, learn, celebrate 
and make a positive difference in the world.

Building—Modernize and improve our multipurpose facility so that it can support our congregation, its 
programming and our community. Projects include new windows, Youth Lounge renovation, heating/cooling 
upgrades for classrooms, KG Auditorium renovation, kitchen equipment upgrade, roof replacement, new signage 
and security upgrades.

Hazak GIVING AT A GLANCE
Total  5-Year Annual Monthly Daily 
    
$250,000  $50,000 $4,167 $137    
   
$100,000  $20,000 $1,667 $55 
 
$72,000  $14,400 $1,200 $39   

$54,000  $10,800 $900 $30    

$36,000  $7,200 $600  $20   

$27,000  $5,400 $450 $15   

$18,000  $3,600 $300 $10   
              
$10,000  $2,000 $167 $5   
              
$7,200  $1,440 $120 $4   

$3,600  $720 $60 $2   
 
$1,800  $360 $30 $1  

KI Hazak & Congregational Leadership
Hazak Co-Chairs 
Andrew Altman and Arnold Meshkov

Hazak Leadership Team 

Hazak Steering Committee 

KI Board of Directors 2017–2018
President Evonne Kruger  

Vice Presidents Janice Schwartz-Donahue, James Rosenthal, Denise Yarnoff Soloff 

Treasurer Robert Saltzburg

Assistant Treasurers Andrew Altman and Robert Roseman

Secretary  Donna Keller 

Assistant Secretary Karen Langsfeld

Immediate Past President Arnold Meshkov 

Directors  Lynore Eisman, Susan Fried, Arlene Holtz, David Pinsky, Mark Pitkow, 

   Lise Schwartz, Stan Singer 

KI Board of Trustees

KI Senior Staff

Donna Keller 
Evonne Kruger

Robert Michaelson
Brian Rissinger

Karen Sirota

Rabbi Lance J. Sussman 

Rabbi Lance J. Sussman, Ph.D.

Cantor Amy E. Levy,  M.S.M.

Rabbi Stacy Eskovitz Rigler, MAJE

Brian Rissinger, Executive Director

Liz Z. Sussman, M.ED., Director,  Early Childhood Education

Jaimie Abt Shmelzer, Director, Membership Engagement

Lee B. Rosenfield, Hazak Campaign Consultant

Howard Asher
Miriam Finkel
Charles Kahn, Jr.

Mickey Langsfeld
Michael Levin
Bernard Liebowitz

James Rosenthal
Leon Rosenthal
Robert Saltzburg

Janice Schwartz-Donahue
Stan Singer
Richard Weiss

Richard Abt
Sharyn Adelman
Howard Asher
Myrna Asher
Alan Barbell
E. Harris Baum*
John Behrend
Ellen Bildersee
Norman Brody
Barbara Bronstein
Jody Brookman
Darren Check
Andrea Denish

Susan Dornstein
Hon. Jan DuBois*
Robin Fine-Furman
Miriam Finkel*
Marvin Finkelstein
Joyce Fishbein*
Andrew Flame*
Morton Freedman
Elaine Glass
Joseph Gordon
Emily Greenberg
Sondra Katz
Elizabeth Kaufman Taylor

Connie Kay*
Leonard Korman
Mickey Langsfeld
Caryl Levin
Bernard Liebowitz
Matthew London
Elena Margolis
Nathaniel Mayer
Norma Meshkov*
Alan Meyers
Robert Michaelson
Iris Raylesberg
Carey Roseman*

Lynn Rosen
David Rosenthal
Susan Becker Rubin
Evan Schwartz
Karen Shain Schloss
Karen Sirota*
Peter Sklar
Peter Soloff*
Estelle Steinberg
Paulette Sterman-Soroko
Dorothy Wasserman
Richard Weiss*

Susan Zaslow

  
*KI Past Presidents
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