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CHALLENGESChallenges

Israel is the subject of double standards and hypocrisy.  Whether 

in the media or in diplomatic circles, such as the United Nations 

– Israel often gets criticized, blamed, ridiculed, and shunned. 

Conversely, Israel receives little credit for its peacemaking efforts 

with its neighbors, support as a regional partner in building 

economies, advancements in the human condition and the universe 

of good it does throughout the world.

While some of this hostility may be motivated by anti-Semitism, 

much is due to misinformation and lack of personal experience with 

Israel.  Diplomats and leaders from countries around the world often 

accept criticisms of Israel at face value.  They have limited frames 

of reference to understand or accept an alternative viewpoint and, 

in many cases, Israel has limited “political capital” to change the 

outcomes of conversations, opinions…or votes.  

This does not have to be the case.

  

A targeted outreach effort to engage and educate diplomats and 

influencers can have a significant impact on their understanding 

of the complexities surrounding issues related to Israel’s 

relationship with its neighbors – as well as counter support for 

anti-Israel statements and activities.
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 APPROACHIOI’s  
Approach

IOI engages heads of states, ambassadors, ministers, and senior 

government officials – as well as emerging country leaders – at the 

United Nations and in capitals around the world - through providing 

customized and highly influential experiences in Israel that build 

relationships, disseminate knowledge and resources that can 

benefit their home countries, improve the lives of their citizenry, and 

advance Israel’s global standing.

In the long term, the change in public discourse about Israel from 

diplomats and global leaders, makes a meaningful change both in 

their own countries and around the world.

The Israel Outreach 

Initiative’s aim is to 

build bridges with 

diplomats, leaders, 

and influencers from 

around the world.  

The specific focus 

is on showcasing how Israeli technology and innovation can 

bring concrete benefits to their home countries, offering specific 

solutions and know-how for local problems – all developed 

through IOI programs, alumni networks, and the positive 

connections and understanding that bring about support for 

Israel around the globe. 

It was incredible to see the daily life of the 

people [in Israel]. We must figure out how to 

change things… Israel has much to offer.

H.E. Martha Ama Akyaa Pobee, 

Ambassador of Ghana

This…has been an eyeopener for 

me. You read a lot in the media 

about what’s happening here… 

but I wish more Ambassadors 

would have the chance to come 

and see it for themselves.

H.E. Cosmos Richardson, 

Ambassador of Saint Lucia

ISRAEL CAN BRING 
CONCRETE BENEFITS TO 

OTHER COUNTRIES

It was an interesting, enriching, as well as an enlightening visit for us. It 

gave us a better appreciation for the success that Israel is making. We 

can appreciate the difficulties Israel is facing in the region and at the 

same time it’s culture and history and I am very happy for that.

H.E. Satyendra Prasad, Ambassador of Fiji



IOI’S IMPACTIOI’s  
Impact

Israel Up Close   

Experience shows us that nothing changes hearts and minds about 

Israel like an up close and personal visit.  High impact missions and 

delegations, made up of key influential individuals and diplomats, 

allow the participants to understand the challenges facing Israel and 

opportunities for Israel to be a Light unto the Nations.  In turn, they 

create new relationships with leaders in Israel and with each other 

that last long after the trip ends and continue through IOI’s alumni 

engagement efforts.

During a 5-day Israel Up Close program, participants explore the 

country and engage with the highest-level government officials, 

military officers, entrepreneurs, and business leaders who provide 

insight on the most pressing issues in the Middle East and many 

of the challenges facing participants’ home countries. They also 

have the unique opportunity to see and appreciate Israeli history, 

innovation, culture, and diversity – in particular, technology 

companies that are leaders in their field of interest and that can offer 

cutting edge solutions that can be used for the betterment of their 

local economies and communities. 

 

Each trip is tailored to meet the unique needs of the participants 

with follow up afterwards to ensure that the impact of the program 

continues well into the future.  This is not an ordinary tour.   

The amount of countries that participated 
on Israel Up Close missions were integral 
to the first time a resolution condemning 
Hamas received such broad support, with 87 
countries in favor of the resolution. Among 
the countries who took part in the delegation 
and voted in favor of the resolution are 
Ukraine, Serbia, Hungary, Poland, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Czech Republic, Argentina, 
Australia, and many more. 

60% of Israel Up Close delegates 
participated in the NYC Israel Parade.

In 2019, thanks to pressure from a group 
of ambassadors who visited Israel as part 

of IOI delegations, the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

deferred publishing a blacklist of Israeli 
companies operating over the Green Line, 

including some of the country’s largest 
corporations such as Teva pharmaceuticals 

and defense firm Elbit.

Liberia, South Sudan and Cameroon 
have pursued agreements to bring 

Watergen and other Israeli technology to 
their home countries after visiting Israel. 

Water-gen is a device that makes clean 
drinking water out of thin air.

50% of Israel Up Close alumni 
took a strong stand against anti-
Semitism at various events in their 
home countries and in the USA.

Adikalie Foday Sumah, who served as 
ambassador from Sierra Leone to the United 
Nations founded the Salone/Israel Friendship 
Organization following an Israel Up Close 
mission. “Through Israel’s capabilities in the 
areas of education, technology and industry, 
sky is the limit for Sierra Leone.”

The Czech Republic opened the Czech House 
in Jerusalem after visiting Israel on IOI’s 
mission. The Czech House was established 
to support tourism, and more importantly 
foster business and trade contacts. The 
Czech House also collaborates closely with 
the government agencies CzechTourism, 
CzechTrade, and CzechInvest. Since its 
opening, the Czech House Jerusalem has 
presented several cultural events, workshops, 
lectures and more.
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IOI’S
IMPACTImpact

One-fifth  
of all  
ambassadors 
to U.N.  
currently  
in Israel

Israel: Over 60 
ambassadors 
attend first  
diplomatic event 
since start of 
coronavirus 
pandemic

Forty  
ambassadors 
to the  
United  
Nations  
visit Israel

Can a 
delegation 
visit to  
Israel be 
a ‘game-
changer?’

Global leaders who participate in the trip have access to high 

level government officials, such as the President and Prime 

Minister of Israel, as well as senior business leaders.  This 

unique access provides them with exclusive opportunities, 

experiences and briefings which enable them to understand 

security, political and economic challenges that Israel faces 

daily.

As of today, IOI has brought more than 100 Ambassadors 

to the United Nations, Diplomats and World Leaders from all 

over the globe to witness Israel Up Close.  These trips have 

been transformational for its participants, often shifting their 

perception of Israel and positively influencing their country’s 

bilateral relations with Israel.  They have also resulted in more 

than 250 pieces of media coverage since IOI’s inception.



DIPLOTECHDiploTech

DiploTech Global Innovation & 
Leadership Summit
Following the onset of Covid-19, IOI piloted a virtual approach to 

engage world leaders from around the globe – which opened the 

door to attracting bigger audiences and new communities.  The 

result was the DiploTech Global Innovation & Leadership Summit, 

presented in partnership with the Jerusalem Post. 

 

This was the first conference of its kind to bring together heads of 

state, policy makers and diplomats with industry experts, investors, 

and innovators from the fields of sustainable development, science 

and technology, medicine, and agriculture.  The aim was to explore 

challenges, trends, insights, and solutions that impact our collective 

sustainable future. The Summit presented Israeli innovations, 

technologies and strategies which aimed to help societies emerge 

from the COVID-19 crisis and shape the post COVID-19 era. 

Panels included: 

• Israeli Technology and Future Sustainable Solutions – 

exploring the latest technologies emerging in the fields of water, 

sanitation, food, agriculture, and more.

• Foreign Policy and International Collaboration – focused on 

the need to connect and cultivate relationships in order to share 

innovations and technologies, critical to linking real issues to 

solutions. 

DiploTech 2020 was proud to welcome the Presidents from the Democratic Republic 

of Congo and the Marshall Islands, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs from Guatemala 

and Antigua & Barbuda, as well as participant representatives from the United 

Nations, the World Zionist Organization, the American Jewish Committee, AIPAC, 

ZOA, the WJC, the JNF, the UK Board of Deputies, global embassy representatives 

from Thailand, Japan, Slovenia, Peru and Israel as well as the Simon Wiesenthal 

Center, leaders in Pharmaceutical Business Intelligence, the American Israel 

Chamber of Commerce, the Technion-Israel Institute of Technology, the World 

Innovation Network, the American Israeli Medical Association, Genesis Capital, MIT 

and ICEJ…amongst others.

Tech innovators in attendance 

included CEOs, CTOs, and 

Principals from Diagnostic 

Robots, Vertical Field, WaterGen, 

Britannica Knowledge Systems, 

Agritask, Pangea Ltd. in Israel and 

Medallion Associates in the United 

Arab Emirates.



• Our Post-Covid World – exploring how Israeli technologies 

can provide solutions to new problems that have arisen 

during Covid and how Israeli innovation may define the 

speed at which the world emerges from the pandemic.

The inaugural DiploTech 2020 Summit received outstanding 

media coverage and tens of thousands of pageviews. More 

than 1500 participants joined the program from around the 

world, including global industry leaders, investors, innovators, 

diplomats, scientists, medical professionals, technology experts 

as well as NGOs, journalists and think tank representatives…

most of whom participated through the entire conference. 

IOI plans to convene the Diplotech Summit annually as a 

hybrid event - having both in-person and online access to the 

Summit.  The COVID-19 Pandemic has shown that providing 

these experiences online can expand the reach of programs 

and enables a multiplier effect for influence vs. what could be 

achieved by in-person alone.

With the return of in-person 
missions, one of IOI’s priorities 
is to expand follow up and 
programming for our alumni 
community. 

THE  
IOI ALUMNI 
COMMUNITY

The DiploTech Global Summit in 

partnership with the Jerusalem Post was 

broadcasted to tens of thousands 

of diplomats, business leaders, 
entrepreneurs and other influential people.

Diplomatic 
technology 
summit highlights 
Israeli innovation 
in post-COVID 
world

Israel’s technology 
is a ‘gift to the 
world’, says 
Nikki Haley amid 
recent Arab peace 
agreements

Israel’s 
technology is a 
“gift to the world” 
says Nikki Haley 
amid recent Arab 
peace agreement

Diplotech provides 
opportunity to share 
innovative technology 
with countries Israel 
recently established 
relationships
    Claman Countdown

40 UN 
ambassadors visit 
Poland and Israel 
on fact-finding, 
educational tour



The World Leadership Global Mission to the UAE, 

Bahrain and Israel will gather global leaders from 

all over the world to build strong and effective 

partnerships as a means to promote mutual 

understanding, build bridges and strengthen 

relations between nations, religions and cultures. 

This signature eight-day long mission will start in 

Dubai, UAE, will have a one day stop in Manama, 

Bahrain and will continue with a four-day trip in 

Israel. The Global Leadership Mission will be 

attended by global leaders, government officials  

and policymakers, business executives and  

religious figures.
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