
Grandparents. 
A Hidden Treasure in Plain Sight.

WE ENGAGE, EDUCATE, AND CELEBRATE GRANDPARENTS AS AN ESSENTIAL INFLUENCE IN JEWISH FAMILY LIFE.



Why Grandparents? 
Grandparents are the Jewish 
world’s greatest hidden 
treasure. If we want future 
generations of Jews to 
embrace Jewish life, we must 
embrace grandparents. 

The Jewish Grandparents 
Network (JGN) is the 
only Jewish organization 
specifically dedicated to 
today’s Jewish grandparents. 

JGN engages, educates, and 
celebrates grandparents as 
an invaluable resource in 
Jewish life.

When we fully embrace 
grandparents, the reward 
will be stronger families, 
deeper Jewish connections, 
and a vibrant Jewish future.

In the more than 30 
years during which  
I have served the 
Jewish communal 
world, I have 
encountered  
very few start-up 
organizations as 
poised for investment  
as the Jewish 
Grandparents 
Network. JGN is doing 
inspirational work 
supporting Jewish 
families to nourish 
Jewish values  
intergenerationally. 
Properly funded,  
JGN has the potential 
to impact our lives 
and our future in ways 
that we rarely see.
CHIP EDELSBERG 
Former Executive Director, Jim Joseph Foundation

AND YOU SHALL TEACH THEM DILIGENTLY TO YOUR CHILDREN 
AND SPEAK OF THEM WHEN YOU SIT AT HOME. Deuteronomy 6:7

2 3



Grandparents have deep Jewish 
aspirations for our grandchildren and 
families. We provide the “how and 
why” of Jewish grandparenting 
through a safe, neutral gateway for  
all grandparents to enter and explore.

Grandparents play a unique role in our 
families. We engage grandparents as 
our primary audience.

Grandparent investments will increase 
when Jewish organizations and 
communities engage and embrace 
them. We build collaborations and 
partnerships with organizations  
and communities.

Home is the place where most 
grandparent-grandchild interactions 
occur. We focus on the home as the 
center of family engagement. 

Grandparents embrace and support 
the diversity of our Jewish families. We 
welcome grandparents from a broad 
array of backgrounds and traditions  
and celebrate the diversity of today’s 
Jewish families. 

I have been a generous 
funder of my synagogue. 
What do you think would 
happen if they truly 
engaged me as a 
grandparent?
JGN PERSONAL INTERVIEW 2018

 75% of grandparents report that their 
most frequent interactions with their 
grandchildren are home-based, e.g., 
“doing stuff” (crafts, games, baking, 
etc.) at their grandchild’s home. 

65% of of respondents report “doing 
stuff” at grandparents’ homes.  

Less than half of grandparents are 
currently engaged in organized 
Jewish life.

—JGN NATIONAL STUDY OF JEWISH   
GRANDPARENTS, 2019
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What we have learned.

Grandparents and 
grandchildren do not 
have to do anything to 
make each other happy. 
Their happiness 
comes from being 
together. 
ARTHUR KORNHABER, Author, Grandparent 
Power! How to Strengthen the Vital Connection 
Among Grandparents, Parents, and Children

We continue to find that one of the best ways 
to engage young Jewish families is to 
involve their Jewish grandparents. 
MARC BLATTNER, Executive Director, Jewish Federation of Greater Portland, OR                                                                                             

70% of grandparents say, “it is important to me to 
teach my grandchildren about Jewish heritage”. 
 —JGN NATIONAL STUDY OF JEWISH  
GRANDPARENT, 2019

More than 7,800 grandparents responded to the 
2019 JGN National Study of Jewish Grandparents. 
According to the lead researcher, “I’ve never seen 
respondents so eager to participate”. 
 —KAREN RADKOWSKY, CEO AND  FOUNDER, IMPACT: 
NPO, LEAD 2019 STUDY RESEARCHER 

71% of grandparents agree that “it is important 
to me to transmit Jewish values to my 
grandchildren”. 
 —JGN NATIONAL STUDY OF JEWISH GRANDPARENTS,  
2019 

Our love is the  
Miracle-Gro for our 
grandchildren’s character. 
Their love is the 
antidote to our 
invisibility.
JANE ISAY, Author, Unconditional Love: A Guide 
to Navigating the Joys and Challenges of Being a 
Grandparent Today



For all childhood 
experiences, Jewish 
grandparents 
should be viewed 
as a critical 
resource, and 
programs should 
be designed to 
leverage their 
influence. 
COHEN CENTER FOR MODERN JEWISH STUDIES,   
Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies, Millennial 
Children of Intermarriage: Touchpoints and Trajectories 
of Jewish Engagement, 2016

Grandparents 
have a  
wingspan  
of five 
generations. 
We are the 
bridge between 
the experiences 
and stories of our 
grandparents, 
parents, and our 
children’s and 
grandchildren’s  
lives.                                                                                                           

JANE SHAPIRO 
Founder, Orot: Center for New 
Jewish Learning; Creator, Opening 
the Heart: Becoming a Jewish 
Grandparent 

Grandparents will create a rich Jewish legacy  
for future generations to cherish. More Jewish 
families will embrace Jewish life.
Grandparent involvement and investment in 
Jewish life will grow when grandparents are 
engaged as vital partners in strengthening our 
families and communities.

Very often a grandparent becomes this 
special spiritual partner...who sits and 
listens to a child’s questions, welcomes a child’s 
feelings, and has the long deep talks at the 
kitchen table.  
LISA MILLER 
Author, The Spiritual Child: The New Science on Parenting for Health and Lifelong Thriving 

Your investment matters.
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75% of grandparents who 
live within an hour or less of 
their grandchildren provide 
daytime or overnight 
childcare, or transportation 
services on a regular or 
as-needed basis. 

2/3 of grandparents want 
their grand-children “to  
have a strong connection to 
Judaism”. 
—JGN NATIONAL STUDY OF 
JEWISH GRANDPARENTS, 2019 

You know you’re a Jewish grandparent 
when…

“You shlep Shabbat candlesticks in your 
suitcase when you visit.”

“You embrace an infant who will carry 
your father’s name into the future.”

“Your house becomes known as Bubbie 
Camp.”

“You start using words like keppie, 
schmutz and shmattah.” 

 —JGN FACEBOOK GROUP COMMUNITY
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INNOVATION 
Develop experiences that strengthen family ties 
and nurture Jewish identity.

THE FAMILY ROOM 
The Family Room is a unique virtual space where 
Judaism and Jewish life come alive through 
experiences, adventures, and activities. Whether 
in the same room or miles apart, grandparents 
and grandchildren—from toddlers to teens— 
can meet, play, explore, and learn together in the 
Family Room. 

Nine destinations are filled with creative 
activities and resources:

ARTS Explore the arts through a Jewish lens.

CALENDAR Monthly calendar to help visitors 
learn more and do more.

CELEBRATIONS & HOLIDAYS Bring new meaning to 
Jewish and secular holidays and family 
celebrations.

COOKING & FOOD Explore the foods that enrich 
Jewish culture and bring families together.

FAMILY STORIES Share family stories through 
multiple platforms.

GARDENING & THE EARTH Learn how to be  
shomrei adamah, “guardians of the earth”.

PLAY Experience joyful play and playful learning 
with grandchildren—from tolders to teens.

READING ROOM Explore popular literature from a 
Jewish perspective.

 

Your investment impact.

Children who know family stories 
are more emotionally resilient and 
feel more in control of their lives.    
—DR. MARSHALL DUKE AND DR. 
ROBYN FIVUSH, EMORY UNIVERSITY, 
THE POWER OF FAMILY HISTORY IN 
ADOLESCENT IDENTITY AND WELL-
BEING, 2010

69% of grandparents are “very 
interested” in passing on their  
family stories. 
—JGN NATIONAL STUDY OF JEWISH 
GRANDPARENTS, 2019

     
  

EVEN IF THE LAND IS FULL OF ALL GOOD THINGS, STILL YOU MUST 
PLANT…EVEN IF YOU ARE OLD, YOU MUST PLANT. JUST AS YOU FOUND 
TREES PLANTED BY OTHERS, YOU MUST PLANT THEM FOR YOUR 
CHILDREN.  Midrash Tanchuma, Kedoshim 8 

Nothing is more important 
to me than making 
memories with my three 
grandchildren that will last 
their lifetime. I had the best 
Grandma…she played in 
my world. My grand–
children are all that 
matters. Life is short.                                                                                                           

MEMBER 
JGN Facebook Group Community
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WELLBEING Engage in a range of activities that 
promote well-being.

ADDITIONAL DESTINATIONS More destinations 
have been identified and are in early development.

FAMILY ROOM LIVE 
Webinars, live presentations, and intimate 
conversations on a broad rane of topics of 
special interest to grandparents.

DIVERSITY INITIATIVES 
Content development and micro grants to 
support our changing families including:
• Grandchildren with developmental and 
 physical differences
• LGBTQ family members
• Multifaith and multi-racial families

I have four children all 
of whom are married to 
wonderful individuals 
from different faith 
traditions. They and their 
traditions have enriched 
our lives. Diversity is 
not a disease. It is an 
opportunity.                                                                                                         
RUTH NEMZOFF ED.D. 
Affiliated Scholar, Brandeis Women’s 
Research Center 
  

53% of grandparents have at least 
one grandchild being raised in a 
family where one parent does not 
identify as Jewish. 
—JGN NATIONAL STUDY OF JEWISH   
GRANDPARENTS, 2019 
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EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY BUILDING
Create virtual and local communities of grandparents 
to share grandparenting joys and challenges and 
learn more about our Jewish heritage.

JEWISH LEARNING SERIES Talented Jewish 
educators engage grandparent learning 
communities to enrich and inspire their family roles.

CONFERENCES Carefully designed gatherings bring 
grandparents and experts together to learn, share 
experiences, and build communities of inquiry, 
friendshp and support.

SOCIAL MEDIA A dynamic presence on various 
platforms engages a diverse audience and builds 
networks of grandparents and family members.

GRANDPARENT SUPPORT GROUPS Trained profes-
sionals facilitate groups for grandparents to share 
concerns about their roles in Jewish family life today.

“SKIP-GEN” RETREATS Immersive experiences bring 
grandparents and grandchildren together in rich 
Jewish environments to deepen their relationships.

PODCASTS Thought leaders and innovators shed 
light on grandparenting and today’s changing Jewish 
families.

ADVOCACY AND RESEARCH 
Collaborate with key communities and 
organizations as essential partners in engaging 
grandparents and their families. Advance our 
understanding of grandparenting within the Jewish 
family system.

ADVOCACY Use new and existing research findings 
to demonstrate that grandparents are essential 
partners in Jewish identity development, 
education, and family engagement.  

SPEAKERS BUREAU Experts identified by  
JGN present on topics of interest to grandparents, 
families, and the organizations that serve them.

PUBLICATIONS Regular publications speak to 
grandparents, family members, professionals, and 
community leaders. 

RESEARCH Advance the Jewish community’s 
understanding of the interests and needs of 
today’s Jewish grandparents and their families 
through continuing qualitative and quantitative 
research.

ASSESSMENT Chart the impact of initiatives and 
advocacy efforts through data-driven 
assessments. Insights and findings inform all 
efforts to learn, adjust, and develop new 
approaches.

I tell them the stories of 
how their parents got their 
names and who they were 
named after, and how 
they are like some of their 
ancestors. Then they 
begin to ask questions, 
which leads to more 
explanations and more 
stories. It keeps our 
ancestors “alive.”                                                                                                         

JGN NATIONAL STUDY OF JEWISH 
GRANDPARENTS, 2019   

The course totally 
changed the way I think                                                                                                            
about being a grandparent.
PARTICIPANT 
Opening the Heart: Becoming a 
Jewish Grandparent, 2020

Your investment impact.

College students who went 
to synagogue and other 
Jewish settings with their 
grandparents were most 
likely to feel strong 
attachments to the 
Jewish people and to 
Israel.                                                                                                          

KOSMIN AND KEYSAR 
National Demographic Survey of 
American Jewish College Students, 
2014 

The more love I give,  
the more I possess.  
The best way to  
learn something is to 
teach it to others.                                                                                                          
LORD RABBI JONATHAN SACKS z”l 
Former Chief Rabbi of the United 
Kingdom
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jewishgrandparentsnetwork.org 
info@jewishgrandparentsnetwork.org / P.O. Box 566293, Sandy Springs, GA 31156 

678-915-1909

As a funder and grandparent, I love 
what the Jewish Grandparents Network 
does and stands for. It completes 
the circle of family engagement 
by empowering grandparents 
and showing how their active 
participation is the bridge that 
connects our past, present, and 
future. 

WE ENGAGE, EDUCATE, AND CELEBRATE GRANDPARENTS AS AN ESSENTIAL INFLUENCE IN JEWISH FAMILY LIFE.

LISA FELDMAN BRILL, Leader, Jewish Community of Atlanta


