


My family wasn’t 

particularly religious. It 

wasn’t until I came to 

Rutgers that I realized 

how important being 

a part of the Jewish 

community was to 

me. Hillel gave me the 

opportunity to find that 

community. In many 

ways, I believe I am a 

better student because 

of Hillel.  

– Rachel Hodes ‘11

Hillel’s case is elementary and one the best in the 

Jewish World: we effectively engage the most critical 

age cohort in our community.

The need is compelling.

The methodology is proven.

The platform is global.

The college years mark the first time young people 

are on their own, making critical decisions that will 

influence their future and the future of their families. 

Given that 90 percent of Jews attend college, this 

represents one of  the last opportunities for the 

organized Jewish community  to make an impact 

before these young people begin their  careers and 

families.

Hillel is ideally positioned to make a positive difference.

Rutgers University has the second largest Jewish 

student population in the country with more than 6,000 

7,700 Jewish students at Rutgers  |   7,500 Free Friday night Shabbat meals served during school year   |   1,610 Rutgers students have visited Israel on Birthright

Jewish undergraduates and 1,000 graduate students 

of all backgrounds. 

Hillel nurtures students to develop their personal  

Jewish identities through building strong relationships  

with Judaism … Israel … community service … Jewish  

learning … social justice … campus activism … Jewish  

Peoplehood ... and celebration of Shabbat and 

holidays.

With the support of visionary donors; the Jewish 

Federations of New Jersey, and the Hillel Schusterman 

International Center, Rutgers Hillel has launched the 

final phase of an $18 Million Capital and Endowment 

Campaign to construct and operate a world-class 

building that will impact tens of thousands of students 

for years to come.

The Eva and Arie Halpern Hillel House, opening in 

2015, will ensure even greater success.

Hillel’s Case is Simple:
The Jewish Future

270 Orthodox, Conservative and Reform religious services conducted annually  |  1,000+   students participated in holiday celebrations  |  1,500+ students learning about Israel



We are a very fortunate generation of our family 

in that we have the opportunity to honor, through 

emulation, our parents.  We have been nurtured 

and taught by parents who survived the Holocaust 

and in whose every day of life since have shared 

and led as a way of saying thanks to G-d.  

We see in Rutgers Hillel the quintessential 

opportunity to support a base for Jewishness, 

Jewish community involvement and leadership 

for future generations.  Hillel provides the “core 

curriculum” for tomorrow’s synagogue, federation, 

and Jewish institution lay and professional 

leaders.  At Rutgers Hillel, students learn about 

and become involved with Israel.  Their acquired 

knowledge prepares them to advocate for and 

to support the causes that are important to the 

Jewish people.

We want our children to understand and 

appreciate their past.  We hope they will grow 

up knowing that it is every Jew’s responsibility to 

work for the betterment of their community.

We are convinced that Rutgers Hillel provides an 

outstanding framework for this goal.  The new 

home for Rutgers Hillel is situated at the gateway 

to Rutgers University.  This beautiful building will 

send a message that the future of the Jewish 

community is in good hands at Rutgers University.

We urge you to join us in making this building 

become a reality, possibly for our children … 

possibly for yours … but most assuredly for tens of 

thousands of Jewish students to come.

We, the children of Eva and Arie Halpern, have 

chosen to memorialize the legacy and ideals of our 

parents by naming the new Eva and Arie Halpern 

Hillel House at Rutgers University in their honor.

In every way, Hillel epitomizes what our parents 

stood for as human beings and taught us to respect 

from the beauty inherent in maintaining a completely 

Jewish lifestyle to a love of Zion and the importance 

of community involvement.

As survivors of the Shoah, they had seen the worst 

mankind had to offer.  Their personal experiences 

became even more tragic with the premature deaths 

of their first spouses. But their response was to reach 

out with tremendous energy to build a meaningful 

Jewish life for themselves and their combined family.  

Their tremendous drive and optimism elevated them 

to positions of leadership in the Jewish community. 

Their generous philanthropy inspired others and 

resulted in important contributions to Jewish 

institutions and agencies.

Hillel’s commitment to Jewish continuity, education 

and Israel convinced us that our parents would be 

greatly honored and very proud to have their names 

forever associated with the generations of Jewish 

students who will find comfort, inspiration and a 

welcoming community at the Eva and Arie Halpern 

Hillel House. 

The entire family prays that our parents’ dedication, 

tenacity and generosity will serve as an inspiration for 

many others to support the Capital and Endowment 

Campaign and the mission of Rutgers Hillel.

Audrey and Zygi Wilf
Jane and Mark Wilf 

The Children of the late  
Eva and Arie Halpern 
Ben Stein
Bella Savran
Shelley Paradis
Henry Stein
Nanette Brenner
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Rutgers Hillel has gained a well-deserved 

reputation for its dedication to provide 

Jewish students with a memorable and 

meaningful collegiate experience.  

As enrollment at Rutgers continues to 

grow, Hillel and the students it serves will 

benefit enormously from the establishment 

of a beautiful new home on the College 

Avenue Campus.  This thoughtfully designed 

new facility is a vital part of an exciting 

redevelopment of College Avenue that will 

be transformative for the Rutgers community.

In its new home, Hillel will be able to enrich 

an already vibrant and positive presence at 

Rutgers, enhancing the University’s status 

among the nation’s finest campuses for 

Jewish students.

After spending a gap year 

in Israel, I needed a way to 

maintain the bond I felt with 

the Jewish homeland when I 

started college. Discovering 

Hillel at Rutgers gave me 

the perfect outlet to express 

my love for Israel. At Hillel, 

a slew of political and social 

events provide students with 

a taste of Israel and allow 

students to connect with 

others who experience the 

same passion for Israel!      

– Pam Slifer , ‘11
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 Rutgers Hillel:  
 “ A Great Place 
 to be Jewish”



The Hillel we know today and of which we are so 

proud didn’t just happen.  It is the product of tireless 

professional and volunteer leadership; endless waves 

of terrific, bright Jewish students; and significant 

financial commitment from the Jewish community.

Now, at the height of its importance, involvement and 

relevance, Rutgers Hillel faces its greatest challenge!

With the University’s redevelopment of the 

College Avenue campus, Hillel is now operating 

out of temporary quarters but has been given the 

extraordinary opportunity to build a new home in the 

heart of the campus.  Surrounded by new residential 

halls and academic buildings, thousands of students 

will pass our front doors every day.  Our world class 

university will for the first time be home to a world class 

Hillel building. 

The $18 Million Rutgers Hillel Capital and Endowment 

Campaign is a comprehensive effort to provide the 

capital needed to both build the center and create an 

Roy H. Tanzman, Esq.
President, Rutgers Hillel

endowment sufficient to operate the building and 

endow staffing and programming.

Having raised $12 Million to date and with an 

extraordinary gift to name the Eva and Arie 

Halpern Hillel House, we are poised for success. 

The timetable is set.  We will break ground before 

year’s end.  Construction will begin soon thereafter 

and the building will be completed in 2015. 

Inspiring Jewish Values.
Creating Leaders.

Eric Fingerhut
President, Hillel International

Since 1923, Hillel has contributed to the success of the Jewish community by creating welcoming campus 

environments in which Jewish students can pursue the dream of higher education; by providing the tools 

to make the right choices about their Jewishness, and by cultivating among students a passion about Israel 

and its people.

Rutgers University is the proud home to one of the nation’s flagship Hillel institutions.  Serving the  

fourth largest Jewish university student population in the country, Rutgers Hillel provides a broad  

scope of enriching programming and involvement opportunities and is looked upon as a model for others 

to emulate. 

Today, Rutgers Hillel faces significant challenges in the need for physical space and they come at  

a time that the university student body is being subjected to a targeted anti-Israel campaign that is taxing 

its resources.

As President of Hillel International, I fully support Rutgers Hillel and urge the Jewish community to 

commit resources to provide and sustain a new home for Hillel’s student programs and activities. 

As an active partner in this campaign, Hillel International has secured $500,000 in matching grants to 

support this most important effort.

Rutgers Hillel is positioned to make a positive difference now and in the future for our Jewish students.  

I urge you to help us see this dream fulfilled.

4,000+ slices of kosher pizza served at Hillel events  |  500 jelly donuts consumed  during Chanukah  |  7,500 Free Friday night Shabbat meals served during school year

100s of couples married to spouses they met at Hillel  |  Thousands of students connect  ed through social media  |  135 students participate in leadership development annually  

We know what 

is at stake. 

We must all 

respond to the 

call with vigor.



Building a  
Jewish 
Future

Rutgers Hillel is where Jewish life happens.  Whether it’s going on a Birthright Israel trip … celebrating the 

holidays … sharing a Shabbat meal … meeting a noted scholar or political leader … confiding in a trusted staff 

member … doing social justice in a Jewish context … learning Torah … or just hanging out where they are 

always welcome ... HILLEL IS THE PLACE.

For 70 years, Rutgers Hillel has provided young people with the tools to make Jewish choices socially, 

spiritually, religiously and intellectually.

With the Jewish undergraduate student population at Rutgers – already the second largest in the country – 

growing dramatically, Hillel is prepared to meet the challenge of excellence with a world class facility.

The new The Eva and Arie Halpern Hillel House is a fundamental game changer.  Seventy years of experience 

has been poured into a unique architectural structure that is  welcoming inside and out…a building that will 

enable Hillel to achieve its most far-reaching aspirations…a building our Jewish children and grandchildren will 

be proud to call their home.

Together we have the opportunity to inspire the Jewish future with every brick we put in place.  It is our 

responsibility and our joy to ensure the Jewish future.

Andrew Getraer
Executive Director, Rutgers Hillel

I didn’t think I was 

interested in getting 

involved with Jewish 

life on campus, but I 

was convinced to try 

it out as a somewhat 

resistant freshman and 

I have never looked 

back. I’m so grateful 

for that nudge and 

encouragement, 

because of the amazing 

opportunities I’ve had 

at Hillel: traveling 

to Israel, gaining 

internship and event 

planning experience, 

and spending time  

with amazing, like-

minded people. 

– Ariel Bucher ‘11
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Second to the  

State of Israel itself, 

Hillel is arguably  

the most important 

organization

in the world for 

Jewish continuity.
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