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To enhance our state-of-the-art educational environment for  
a growing student population through improved facilities. This 
includes modernizing existing classrooms, as well as building  
12 additional classrooms, a new regulation size gymnasium/multi-
purpose space and a kosher dining facility. 

To construct a sanctuary that will be the religious center of The 
Hebrew Academy* and an accessible and open spiritual and social 
resource for the entire Jewish community.

To fill a significant educational and social void by establishing the 
foundation upon which we can grow and develop a Jewish Community 
High School. 

To develop an educational campus that will enable the entire Jewish 
community to come together.

To empower our students and the broader community with the tools, 
resources, and confidence to stand against anti-semitism and to forge 
deeper social, spiritual, educational, and cultural commitments and bonds 
to the State of Israel.

Our VisionThe Hebrew Academy provides a 
superb education as well as a warm and 
nurturing environment. As grandparents, 
we have been to dozens of science fairs, 
model seders, Chumash presentations 
and plays. This school never disappoints 
us and is one of the bright stars. The 
professionalism of the staff, the teachers’ 
depth of knowledge, and the nurturing 
environment create a caring community.  
Being there makes me want to go back to 
school.

Cecile and Stanley
Grandparents

*formerly Solomon Schechter Day School of Greater Monmouth County
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What can we say but THANK YOU! 

Every time we look at our grown children, we think of you 
all with such LOVE and RESPECT.  YOU are the reason 
that our children love to learn and have such positive 
feelings about their youth.

We love you all and you are ALWAYS in our prayers and 
thoughts. THANK YOU for all the good things you do.

Love, The Nahum Family

Ann and Kenneth, Kelly, Brittany, and David

In the 40 years since its inception, The Hebrew Academy* has grown into a thriving secular and Judaic 
institution, supporting the notion that a Jewish Day School education is the cornerstone of continuity for 
the Jewish people. Now, more than ever, with the rise of anti-semitism and the decline of families feeling 
connected to their Judaism, it is important to recognize the flourishing Jewish community within our 
school, and the potential that exists in our own “backyard.” 

Today, we are at a critical juncture in our school’s journey. Our current building is crowded and aging. 
There is significant need for expanded space to accommodate current enrollment growth, as well as to 
fulfill our dream of a high school. Our school needs fundamental improvements that a great education 
provides: state-of-the-art classrooms, a full-size gymnasium, a commercial-grade Kosher kitchen, a 
cafeteria, a secure and impressive entrance way, a Beit Midrash and a sanctuary.

We also have an opportunity to fill a void in the extended community: to become a place where Jewish 
families of all denominations can join in educational and social programs, as well as utilize our Beit 
Midrash and sanctuary for milestones and life cycle events. 

Our Haderech L’Atid initiative – THE PATH TO THE FUTURE – will not only help our students and 
families build their Jewish identities from the moment they walk through our doors, but will entice 
families to embrace their Jewishness as they take advantage of the community programs offered 
through our school. 

WHY NOW?

With the declining practice of Judaism in Monmouth, Ocean, and Middlesex counties and beyond, 
coupled with the growing population of Jewish families not affiliating with houses of worship, it is more 
important than ever to develop a state-of-the-art educational and social facility where our students 
and families, as well as the community at large, can flourish and grow.

Join us on The Path to the Future.

Maxine Macnow      Stacy Feldman 
President & Co-Chair, The Path to the Future  Co-Chair, The Path to the Future

Why Now

*formerly Solomon Schechter Day School of Greater Monmouth County
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“The advancement of learning is the highest commandment.” (Maimonides) At The Hebrew Academy*, we 
practice the advancement of learning by dedicating ourselves to the development of each child in a nurturing 
atmosphere that encourages intellectual, social, ethical, and spiritual growth.

We are fortunate to live in an era of unprecedented educational opportunities for our children. These 
opportunities, available through The Hebrew Academy, reinforce and instill our shared values and sense of 
Jewish identity, and offer continuity to future generations. Our hopes and dreams for a high school are  
within reach.

But to continue the legacy our visionaries started, we must evolve. The time for an expanded modern 
campus is upon us. Space limitations have challenged us to meet our students’ needs. Hands-on 
experiences in science, math, and the arts are catalysts for growth beyond our walls. A sanctuary, a 
commercial-grade kosher kitchen, a cafeteria, and a full-size gymnasium and event center will establish 
The Hebrew Academy as a flourishing Jewish campus for its families and beyond, to engage in education, 
Jewish life cycle events, and extra-curricular activities.

Investment in our children’s futures is paramount if they are to continue to participate in and practice their 
Jewish faith. Dedicated learning and community spaces, and enhanced facilities, will make a difference 
in the lives of our children and must be included in our growth strategies in order to open the doors for all 
Jewish children, whatever their educational needs may be. 

With your generous support, we can continue our mission to achieve the highest standards as we 
move confidently into the future. With your help, our goal of building a more vibrant school and Jewish 
community, in which each person can find meaning in Judaism, will become a reality. 

Sincerely yours,

Yoti Golan 
Head of School

The Future is Now
We made the decision to 

send our son to The Hebrew 

Academy when he was in 

fifth grade and it turned out 

to be the best decision we 

could have made for his 

academic, social, emotional, 

and spiritual growth. Our 

only regret is that we didn’t 

send him to this amazing 

school earlier. The Hebrew 

Academy strikes the right 

balance of providing 

a rigorous academic 

curriculum while allowing 

the students to discover 

their own innate talents, all 

within an incredibly nurturing 

environment. Not only is this 

a stellar school, it’s a warm 

family community in which all 

children flourish.

Mara T. 

Parent *formerly Solomon Schechter Day School of Greater Monmouth County
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We are grateful that 
this school not only 
teaches each child, 
but makes sure their 
needs are being met.

Sarah Portilla
Parent

This school combines 
an outstanding 
education with the 
sharing of important
Jewish values in an 
engaging and fun way.

Keith Krivitzky, CEO
The Jewish Federation in 
the Heart of New Jersey

Above all, it is the  
moral character  
lessons that are taught 
here at this school. Our 
son has learned how 
to be a mensch and a 
citizen of the world.

Gabrielle Clissold
Parent

The Hebrew Academy* has been a valued part of our Marlboro 

Community since 1979. The school has grown in size, but the goals 

and mission have never wavered; to provide an integrated general 

and Judaic curriculum that maintains a high quality of education in 

a challenging and supportive environment aimed at cultivating well-

educated and ethical individuals.

As the school continues to grow, in terms of both facilities expansion  

and spiritual programming, we look forward to the establishment of a 

Jewish Community High School and sanctuary suited for The Hebrew 

Academy. We wish this longstanding educational institution the best of  

luck and look forward to many years of community partnership with The 

Hebrew Academy family.

Jonathan L. Hornik

Mayor, Marlboro Township

A Message 
from the Mayor

*formerly Solomon Schechter Day School of Greater Monmouth County
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1978 1979 1980 1982 1990 1997

1999 2003 2005 2007 TODAY40 Years  
of  Growth

Forty years ago 
a small group 
of families 
saw a need 
in Monmouth 
County for a 
Conservative 
Jewish Day 
School. At that 
time, none 
existed.

The school 
continued to grow 
and moved to its 
current location, 
first renting 
and eventually 
purchasing the 
Marlboro Village 
school.

The staff and 
teachers were 
in place and the 
first Pre-K and 
Kindergarten 
classes were 
started at 
Marlboro Jewish 
Center. 

Enrollment more 
than doubled. 
Additional staff 
and teachers 
were hired. With 
“seed money” 
donated by The 
Wilf Foundation, 
Solomon 
Schechter Day
School of Greater 
Monmouth County 
opened in a store 
front.

As the school 
continued to 
grow, trailers 
were brought in 
to make room 
for the additional 
students.

Ground breaking and 
construction started 
for the new building 
expansion. This 
continued through 
1999 and included 
technology and 
science labs, library, 
gym/cafeteria, new 
classrooms, and 
administrative offices.

The first eighth 
grade class 
graduated.

Responding to 
the needs of 
the community, 
SSDS opened 
its first nursery 
school. 

SSDS started 
the tradition 
of sending the 
eighth grade 
students  
to Israel.

SSDS was renamed The Hebrew Academy, 
as of June 2018.  The school is financially 
sound with no mortgage and no debt. 
There are 191 students enrolled and we 
continue to grow. We have an outstanding 
dual curriculum. A large percentage of the 
graduates gain admission to target high 
schools and prestigious colleges. The Judaic 
curriculum ensures that our students develop 
a strong Jewish identity, a commitment to 
Judaism and to the Jewish people, and a 
strong attachment to and love of Israel.

The dedication 
and official 
opening of the 
new building. 
PEJE Grant of 
$250k allowed 
the addition of the 
middle school. 
SSDS was 
generously gifted 
the first Torah 
from the Feingold 
family, whose 
children attended 
the school. 
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The Campus We are at the point in our school’s 40-year 
history where we once again see the need to 
expand and enhance our physical space.  

In addition to serving the needs of our school 
community through an exceptional educational 
program from early childhood through eighth 
grade, expanded and improved facilities will allow 
us to better serve the Jewish community at large.

Currently, there is no central Jewish community 
gathering place in this area. With your help, 
we can fill this void. A successful campaign will 
enable our school to open its doors year round to 
Jewish groups of all ages for academic, social, and 
recreational programs and meetings. 

The time to expand is now, but we cannot do it alone. 
As we look towards the future, we are confident that 
the community will come together to foster Jewish 
continuity for generations to come. Please join us on 
the Path to the Future. 
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LeadershipImpact
70% 64 2 5:1 225 59

1 33 76% 100% 10k 17

The only Jewish 
Day School 

in Monmouth, 
Middlesex, Mercer, 

Ocean and 
Somerset Counties

Teachers that 
have 10+ years 

of teaching 
experience

Students who 
qualified for the 
Johns Hopkins 

Center for Talented 
Youth: Gifted and 

Talented Programs

Number of  
US Department 

of Homeland 
Security

grants awarded 
to our school

Kindergarteners 
who were reading 

by Groundhog 
Day

Student to
teacher ratio  
from early 

childhood through 
middle school

Number 
of different 

communities 
represented by 

our families

Field trips this 
year, including 

Washington DC, 
TEVA, Matzah 
Factory, and 

more 

Optimum Lightpath 
Technology Grant 
received for the 
Digital Passport 

to Global Cultures 
Program

Community
service hours

performed as a 
group, in the first

trimester, by middle 
school students

Number of days 
eighth graders 
spent in Israel

in 2018

Faculty & staff 
members, 11 of 
whom are from 

Israel

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
2018 – 2019

Executive Committee
Maxine Macnow President
Elan Levy Vice-President
Abe Opatut Vice-President
Joseph Macnow Treasurer 
David Arroyo Recording Secretary

Historian
Jackie Chaise

Trustees At Large
Michael Bazerman  
Julie Feldman  
Ariel Freud 
Shira Meyer   
Peter Opatut
Daniel Portilla   
Jason Steinfeld    
Betsy Veysman

THE PATH TO THE FUTURE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Maxine Macnow, Stacy Feldman  Co-Chairs
Yoti Golan  Head of School

Campaign Ambassadors
Ruth Abady   Lisa Kramsky
Christina Barbato  Alesia Kugusheva
Irina Beyder   Hank Locke
Todd Cooperman  Gary Rosenzweig
Aaron Daniels  Laurie Shapiro
Julie Feldman  Heather Schleifstein
Stacy Feldman  David Soltanovici
Seth Feldman  Lenny Vapner  
Linda Glickstein  Betsy Veysman
Eileen Kerster  Amit Yogev
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Breakdown 
of  Giving

Total 5-Year Annual Monthly Daily

$ 250,000 $ 50,000 $ 4167 $ 137

$ 100,000 $ 20,000 $ 1,667 $ 55

$ 72,000 $14,400 $ 1,200 $ 39

$ 54,000 $ 10,800 $ 900 $ 30

$ 36,000 $ 7,200 $ 600 $ 20

$ 27,000 $ 5,400 $ 450 $ 15

$ 18,000 $ 3,600 $ 300 $ 10

$ 10,000 $ 2,000 $ 167 $ 5

$ 7,200 $ 1,440 $ 120 $ 4

$ 3,600 $ 720 $ 60 $ 2

$ 1,800 $ 360 $ 30 $ 1

18



The
Hebrew 

Academy
Formerly Solomon Schechter Day School of Greater Monmouth County

For additional information on The Path to the Future please contact Maxine Macnow or Stacy Feldman at thanj.org

22 School Road East, P.O. Box 203, Marlboro, New Jersey 07746
Tel: 732-431-5525      thehebrewacademynj.org

A Beneficiary of the Jewish Federation in the Heart of New Jersey

Accredited by: New Jersey Association of Independent Day Schools and Middle States Commission on Higher Education


